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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this Internationa] Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



, sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (sec Rule 
70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total or 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following hems: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned siacement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industriaJ applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 



I. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
Q the international application as originally filed 

QKj the description; 

pages 3-9 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



l.lb.2 



, filed with the letter of 



09 July 2003 (09 07.2003) 



the claims: 

pages _ 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



M3 



filed with the letter of 18 November 2003 (18.U.2003) 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



p , filed with the letter of 



f~1 the sequence listing pan of the description: 

pages , 

pages 

pages • 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



. filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 



_ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
the language of publication of the international application (under Rule~48.3(b)). 



the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with die international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

Q The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

£3 the claims, Nos. 14-19 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



□ 
L 

□ 



5 I 1 This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 J 6 
and 70. 17). 

* Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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V, Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 , Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (1A) 



2. Citations and explanations 

1 Independent method claim 1 

1.1 publication DE-A-44 35 155 (Dl) relates to an 
electronic parcel compartment system which is 
normally supplied via a method for transporting 
postal shipments that involves the following steps : 

- determining whether a postal shipment is intended 
for an electronic parcel compartment system; 

- determining whether more than one postal shipment 
is to be delivered to the same parcel compartment 
system; 

- placing the designated postal shipments into 
appropriate transport containers for the destined 
respective parcel compartment systems; 

- transporting the specific transport containers to 
the electronic parcel compartment system; 

- distributing the postal shipments to different 
parcel compartments of the electronic parcel 
compartment system , 

Dl mentions explicitly that the transport of the 
parcels to the compartments of the parcel 
compartment system is computer-controlled (column 3/ 
lines 8-33) . 



Claims 



1-13 VES 



Claims NO 

Claims YES 

Claims NO 

Claims 1 " 13 YES 

Claims NO 



p~rm PPT/IPFA/409 (Rox fJanuarv 1994) 



06/05 2004 16:00 FAX +49 241 4007121 



PAE JOSTARNDT THUL 



@) 005/006 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/DE 02/03757 



1.1 independent claim 1 differs therefore from the 
searched prior art in that the transport of the 
transport containers to the electronic parcel 
compartment system is remote-controlled or 
controlled by a computer system for at least part of 
che route and is carried out at least in part in a 
tunnel system. 

1.2 None of the publications cited in the search report 
suggests such a procedure to a person skilled in the 
art . 

1.3 Claim 1 therefore meets the requirements of PCT 
Article 33(2) and (3) since its subject matter is 
novel and involves an inventive step. 

2. Dependent claims 2-9 

2.1 These dependent claims contain embodiments of the 

subject matter of claim 1 and are therefore likewise 
novel and involve an inventive step. 



3 Independent device claim 10 

3.1 GB-A-2 358 432 (D3) describes a device for 
transporting postal shipments, the device having an 
electronic parcel compartment system and means for 
identifying an identification code of the postal 
shipments . 

3.2 independent claim 10 differs therefore from the 
known prior art in that the device is connected to 
the stop of a transport system for the automatic or 
remote-controlled transport of transport containers 
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and has supply means able to transport the postal 
shipments from the stop to the electronic parcel 
compartment system. 

3.3 These additional features are not known from any of 
the publications and are not in any way obvious to a 
person skilled in the art, 

3.4 Claim 10 therefore also meets the requirements of 
PCT Article 33(2) and (3), since its subject matter 
is novel and involves an inventive step. 



4 Dependent claims 11-13 

4.1 These claims contain embodiments of the subject 

matter of claim 10 and are therefore likewise novel 
and involve an inventive step. 



5 Industrial applicability 

5.1 The subject matter of the claims is aiso clearly 
industrially applicable (PCT Article 33(4)). 



c„rm PrT/lPPTAMOO /Roy V\ MamiRrv 1994> 



